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   July 23, 2019 

 
 
Ms. Luly Massaro, Clerk 
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI  02888 
 
Re:   City of Newport, Utilities Department, Water Division 

Docket 4933 
 
Dear Ms. Massaro: 
 
 Enclosed please find an original and nine copies of: 
 

1.  City of Newport, Utilities Division, Water Department’s Response to the Division of 
Public Utilities and Carrier’s Data Request (Set 6). 

Please note that an electronic copy of this document has been sent to the service list. Thank 
you for your attention to this matter. 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
 
 
        Joseph A. Keough, Jr. 
 
Enclosure 
cc: Docket 4933 Service List (via electronic mail)   
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
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Utilities Division, Water Department 
To The State of Rhode Island  

Division Of Public Utilities And Carriers’ 
Data Requests 

Set 6 
             
 
DIV. 6-1:  Reference the response to DIV 2-25.  

a) Please provide the basis for the sewer rate of $20.50 per 1,000 
gallons including the supporting documentation showing the 
derivation of the $20.50/1,000 gallons based upon a 3.5% increase as 
stated on page 8, line 22 of Ms. Forgue’s testimony. 

  
b) Please provide the most recent actual sewer rate per 1,000 gallons. 

 
Response:    a) During the preparation of the WPC budget and rates for FY 2019, the 

projection for the sewer rate increase for  FY 2020 was estimated at 
3.5%. The estimation was based on recent rate increases primarily 
associated with the status of the capital improvement projects required 
per the City’s  Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO)  long term control plan. 

 
            FY  17-    22.4% increase 
          FY  18-    8.0 % increase 
           FY  19-    7.8 %  increase 

 
b) For FY 2020 the sewer rate remains at $19.80 per 1000 gallons. There 
is no increase over the rate from FY2019.    

 
Prepared by:   Julia Forgue 
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DIV. 6-2:  Reference the response to DIV 5-23. 
  

a) Please provide the most recent actual water rate per 1,000 gallons or 
actual monthly rate. 

 
b) Please provide the basis for the average water rate of $150 per 

month (shown on HJS Schedule D-7, account 50305).  Include the 
supporting documentation showing the derivation of the rate. 

 
Response:    a) The current water rates per 1,000 gallons are:  
 

Residential              $10.02 
Non-Residential      $11.22 
Navy          $6.519 
PWFD                        $5.292 

 
 b) Note that this is not an average water rate. The cost of $150 includes 

the monthly base charge as well as water (non-residential rate) and 
sewer fees  billed to  the Water Division Facility at 70 Halsey Street. The 
basis of the cost was the average of bills received for FY 2019 through 
December 2019, prior to filing of the Rate Case.  

      
    Bill date  Amount 
    7/1/2018   $     144.80  
    8/1/2018   $     160.02  
    9/1/2018   $     135.01  
    10/1/2018   $     155.17  
    11/1/2018   $     171.14  
    12/1/2018   $     142.52  
    TOTAL                      $      908.66 
    
    AVG    $     151.44 
 
Prepared by:   William Yost 
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DIV. 6-3:  Regarding the 2-year average kwh usage on HJS Schedule D-9, D-10, D-11, 
D-12 and D-14, for Account 50306, 

 
a) Please provide the supporting documentation to calculate the 2-

year average similar to the data provided in the response to DIV 
2-35. 

 
b) Please provide the necessary data to calculate the 3-year average 

similar to the data provided in the response to DIV 2-35.  
 

c) Please provide the most recent actual electricity cost per kwh 
with the supporting documentation. 

Response:    a) Attached is a schedule of the annual kwh, annual cost and two year 
average for each account as identified by HJS schedule numbers. The 
amount proposed for FY 2020 of $754,869 was based on a monthly 
tracking of the electric bills. It differs slightly from the two year average 
of $750,594 on this attachment, due to timing differences between the 
reading dates for the bills and when they are entered into the accounting 
system.  

b) To the above schedule, third year data (FY 2016) was included in order 
to calculate a three year average.  

c) Attached are recent electric bills that provide cost per kwh 
information. The purchase agreement with Direct Energy for electric 
supply may be found in the Response to COM 1-36. 

 

Prepared by:   William Yost  



City of Newport Water Division

RIPUC

DIV 6-3 b & c

Data Response

Two & three Year Average Electricity Costs DIV 6-3 b DIV 6-3 c

2 Year HJS 3 Year

2016 2017 2018 AVERAGE Schedule # AVERAGE

kwh 30,447                        34,490               40,179                   37,335                35,039             

$ $8,913 $6,625 $7,293 $6,959 D-7 $7,610

kwh 78,892                        157,260             250,660                 203,960              162,271           

$ $19,002 $32,328 $42,593 $37,461 D-9 $31,308

kwh 1,907,600                   1,836,957          1,961,000              1,898,979           1,901,852        

$ $292,050 $300,674 $289,647 $295,161 D-12 $294,124

kwh 143,904                      132,158             78,007                   105,083              118,023           

$ $26,151 $24,971 $16,922 $20,947 D-14 $22,681

kwh 523,200                      805,200             906,600                 855,900              745,000           

$ $103,422 $172,883 $149,593 $161,238 D-10 $141,966

kwh 1,429,920                   1,479,040          1,398,880              1,438,960           1,435,947        

$ $230,686 $234,410 $223,249 $228,830 D-11 $229,448

kwh 4,113,963                   4,445,105          4,635,326              4,540,216           4,398,131        

TOTAL $680,224 $771,891 $729,297 $750,594 $727,137

LAWTON VALLEY PLANT

DISTRIBUTION

STATION ONE

SOURCE OF SUPPLY - MAINLAND

LOCATION

ADMIN

SOURCE OF SUPPLY
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DIV. 6-4:  Regarding the 2-year average therms usage on HJS Schedule D-11 and D-

12 for Account 50307, 
 

a) Please provide supporting documentation to calculate the 2-year 
average similar to the data provided in the response to DIV 2-36. 

 
b) Please provide the necessary data to calculate a 3-year average 

similar to the data provided in the response to DIV 2-36. 
  

c) Please provide the most recent actual natural gas cost per therm with 
the supporting documentation. 

 
Response:    a) Attached is a schedule of the annual therms, annual cost and two year 

average for each account as identified by HJS schedule numbers. 
Note that there was an error in the gas amount proposed for the Rate 
Year (FY 2020), due to the accounting for credits that occurred in FY 
2018. The Proposed Test Year amount should have been $63,022 (the FY 
2017 & 2018 two year average) not $49,160 as was originally Proposed 
for FY 2020.  

 
b) To the above schedule, third year data (FY 2016) was included in order 
to calculate a three year average.  

 
c) Attached are recent natural gas bills that provide cost per therm 
information. 

 
Prepared by:   William Yost 
 



City of Newport Water Division
RIPUC
DIV 6-4 b & c
Data Response
Two & three Year Average Natural Gas Costs

2 Year 3 Year HJS 
ACCOUNT # 2016 2017 2018 AVERAGE AVERAGE Schedule #

77780-19003 423547 therms 3,997               3,881                 5,111                 4,496                 4,330                 
15-500-2200-50307 $ $4,107.00 $4,099.00 $5,504.00 $4,801.50 $4,570.00 D-7

27945-07003 438804 therms 25,712             30,362               31,507               30,935               29,194               
15-500-2222-50307 $ $26,990.00 $32,010.00 $32,402.00 $32,206.00 $30,467.33 D-11

08709-69001 therms 25,435             24,596               23,465               24,031               24,499               
15-500-2223-50307 $ $26,765.00 $26,078.00 $25,950.00 $26,014.00 $26,264.33 D-12

therms 55,144             58,839               60,083               59,461               58,022               

$ $57,862.00 $62,187.00 $63,856.00 $63,021.50 $61,301.67

TOTAL

TOTAL

LOCATION # & Name

ADMIN

STATION ONE

490744
LAWTON VALLEY STG BLDG
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CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that on July 23, 2019, I sent a copy of the within to all parties set forth 
on the attached Service List by electronic mail and copies to Luly Massaro, Commission 
Clerk, by electronic mail and regular mail.  
 

Parties/Address E-mail Distribution  Phone 
Julia Forgue, Director of Public Works 
Newport Water Department 
70 Halsey St. 
Newport, RI  02840 

jforgue@cityofnewport.com; 
 

401-845-5601 
 

lsitrin@CityofNewport.com; 
rschultz@CityofNewport.com; 
wyost@CityofNewport.com; 

Harold Smith 
Raftelis Financial Consulting, PA 
511 East Blvd. 
Charlotte, NC  28203 

Hsmith@raftelis.com; 704-373-1199 
 

Tiffany Parenteau, Esq. 
Christy Hetherington, Esq. 
Dept. of Attorney General 
150 South Main St. 
Providence, RI  02903 

Chetherington@riag.ri.gov; 401-222-2424  
 TParenteau@riag.ri.gov;  

pat.smith@dpuc.ri.gov;   
John.bell@dpuc.ri.gov;  
al.mancini@dpuc.ri.gov;  
Mfolcarelli@riag.ri.gov;   
dmacrae@riag.ri.gov;  

Jerome Mierzwa 
Lafayette Morgan 
Exeter Associates, Inc. 
10480 Little Patuxent Parkway, Suite 
300 
Columbia, MD 21044 

jmierzwa@exeterassociates.com;  
 

410-992-7500 
 

lmorgan@exeterassociates.com; 
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mailto:lsitrin@CityofNewport.com
mailto:rschultz@CityofNewport.com
mailto:wyost@CityofNewport.com
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mailto:al.mancini@dpuc.ri.gov
mailto:Mfolcarelli@riag.ri.gov
mailto:dmacrae@riag.ri.gov
mailto:jmierzwa@exeterassociates.com
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Dept. of Navy (DON) 
Kenneth M. Racette, Jr. 
Kelsey A. Harrer, Assistant Counsel 
Department of the Navy,  
Office of the General Counsel 
6506 Hampton Blvd. 
Norfolk, VA 23508-1278 

Kelsey.a.harrer@navy.mil; 
kenneth.racette@navy.mil 
 

757-322-4119 
 

Dr. Kay Davoodi, Director 
Larry Allen, Public Utilities Specialist 
Utilities Rates and Studies Office 
NAVFAC HQ, Department of the Navy 
1322 Patterson Avenue SE 
Suite 1000 
Washington Navy Yard, D.C. 20374 

Khojasteh.davoodi@navy.mil;  

Larry.r.allen@navy.mil; 

Maurice Brubaker 
Brian Collins 
Brubaker and Associates, Inc. 
PO Box 412000 
St. Louis, MO 63141-2000  

mbrubaker@consultbai.com; 401-724-3600 
 bcollins@consultbai.com;  

Portsmouth Water & Fire District 
(PWFD) 
Adam M. Ramos, Esq. 
Christine E. Dieter, Esq. 
Hinckley, Allen & Snyder 
100 Westminster St., Suite 1500 
Providence, RI  02903 

aramos@haslaw.com;  
cdieter@hinckleyallen.com;  
cwhaley@hinckleyallen.com;  
stroke@hinckleyallen.com;  

Jessica C. Lynch, PWFD jlynch@portsmouthwater.org;   
Christopher P.N. Woodcock Woodcock@w-a.com;  508-393-3337 
David Bebyn dbebyn@gmail.com;   
Town of Middletown (Middletown) 
Peter Regan, Esq. 
Mark Boivin, Esq. 
Sayer Regan & Thayer, LLP 
130 Bellevue Ave. 
Newport, RI 02840 

Pregan@SRT-law.com;  
 
 

401-849-3040 
x-233 

mboivin@srt-law.com; 
arichardson@srt-law.com;  

mailto:kenneth.racette@navy.mil
mailto:Khojasteh.davoodi@navy.mil
mailto:Larry.r.allen@navy.mil
mailto:bcollins@consultbai.com
mailto:aramos@haslaw.com
mailto:cdieter@hinckleyallen.com
mailto:cwhaley@hinckleyallen.com
mailto:stroke@hinckleyallen.com
mailto:jlynch@portsmouthwater.org
mailto:Woodcock@w-a.com
mailto:dbebyn@gmail.com
mailto:Pregan@SRT-law.com
mailto:mboivin@srt-law.com
mailto:arichardson@srt-law.com
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David Russell, P.E. 
Russell Consulting LLC 

Davidrussell015@comcast.net;    

 
 
  

       
 Joseph A. Keough, Jr., Esquire # 4925 

  KEOUGH & SWEENEY, LTD. 
       41 Mendon Avenue 
       Pawtucket, RI  02861 

 (401) 724-3600 (phone) 
 (401) 724-9909 (fax)   

  jkeoughjr@keoughsweeney.com 
 

 
 
  

   
 

mailto:Davidrussell015@comcast.net
mailto:jkeoughjr@keoughsweeney.com
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